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Candidate diagnostic criteria 
1 2 3 

Aural fullness ? ? ? - 

External auditory canal erythema ? +  + 

External auditory canal granulations ? ? ? - 

External auditory canal oedema +   + 

Generalised lethargy ? -  - 

Hearing impairment ? ? ? - 

Itchiness ? +  + 

Jaw pain ? ? ? - 

Microbiological identification of an organism ? ? ? - 

Odour related to the ear ? ? ? - 

Otalgia (ear pain) +   + 

Otorrhoea (discharge from the ear) +   + 

Squamous/wet debris* NA ? ? + 

Tragal tenderness ? +  + 
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