
S2 Table.  C. difficile isolates from dogs in this study; ribotype, results of 

tcdA and tcdB PCR testing and cytotoxicity testing for active toxin 

presence. 

Clinical symptoms Ribotype 

Isolates 

(n) tcdA tcdB Active toxin 

            detected/tested 

    009 2 0 0 0/1 

Acute diarrhoea   010 5 0 0 0/1 

    026 1 1 1 0/1 

    039 3 0 0 0/2 

    078 1 1 1 NA 

Chronic    010 2 0 0 0/1 

diarrhoea    017* 1 0 1 NA 

    039 6 0 0 NA 

    039 1 1 1 NA 

    009 4 0 0 0/4 

    010 6 0 0 0/2 

    011 1 1 1 0/1 

No diarrhoea   012 1 1 1 0/1 

    012 1 0 0 NA 

    014 2 1 1 0/1 

    020 9 1 1 1/4 

    031 1 0 0 0/1 

    039 8 0 0 0/4 

    106 3 1 1 1/2 

    154 1 1 1 0/1 

    NA 1 0 0 NA 

    NA 1 NA NA NA 

*Based on comparative sequence of typical isolates of these ribotypes and the fragment 

amplified by PCR, this isolate would be expected to be positive by PCR.  Strains of the ribotype 

017 belong to the toxinotype VIII group, and are TcdA negative [1]. However, as failure to 

produce TcdA is linked to a 1.8kb deletion at the 3’ end of the gene, amplification of the first 

400bp should have been feasible and the result here is unexpected.  
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