Supporting information S7 : Study instruments and French translation sources

The Child Autism Rating Scale (CARS) was published in 1986 in an English version by Eric
Schopler team (Schopler et al., 1986). It was translated into French by Bernadette Rogé and
published in 1989. To our knowledge, there was no validation performed in French but the
scale has been widely use in French and is recommended by the French regulatory authorities
to assess patients with autism (HAS, 2012). The Autism Diagnostic Interview-Revised was
published in 1994 by Lord et al. in 1994. The French version was translated by Bernadette
Rogé, Eric Fombonne, Jeanne Fremolle-Kruck and Evelyne Arti. It is available through Hogrefe
publisher that indicates that the validation was performed on a sample of 70 individuals. The
Aberrant Behavior Checklist (ABC) has been used in several studies conducted by
pharmaceutical companies on behavioral impairment in children and adolescent with autism
or intellectual disability (Aman et al., 1985). Both Janssen (for risperidone studies) and Otsuka
(for aripiprazole studies) have translated and validated the French version of the ABC. To our
knowledge, validation have not been made publicly available. However, consistency of its
value to show changes in behaviors with efficient treatment has been repetitively shown in
both medication and behavioral studies including studies with French, Canadian, Swiss or
Belgium sites (HAS, 2012). However, since 2005, a national prospective cohort has been
promoted and longitudinal data are now available on ADI-R, CARS and ABC showing good
descriptive values and high correlation between scores (Yanni-Coudurier et al., 2016). Finally,
the Clinical Global Impression-Severity (CGI-S) and Clinical Global Impression-Improvement
(CGI-l) scales have been used in many studies both in longitudinal studies and pharmacological
trials. The French version was translated by Marc Ansseau in the 80ties (Guelfi et al., 1993).
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