S2 Table. Smokers subset characteristics
	Demographics
	COPD
	Controls
	p-value

	[bookmark: _GoBack]n
	1,914
	1,914
	

	Age years (mean, SD)
	63 (11)
	63 (11)
	

	Age brackets distribution (n, % of total for the group)

	Age ≤ 55 years 
	482 (25%)
	443 (23%)
	

	Age >55 and <65
	468 (25%)
	507 (27%)
	

	Age ≥ 65 years
	964 (50%)
	964 (50%)
	

	Gender and smoking status (n, % of total for the group)

	Male n (%)
	1,608 (84%)
	1,608 (84%)
	

	Female n (%)
	306 (16%)
	306 (16%)
	

	Number of Comorbidities/ patient (Mean, SD, 95% CI)

	Comorbidities (whole)
	4.5  3.3, (4.3-4.6)
	3.3 2.7, (3.1-3.4)
	<0.001

	Male
	4.5 3.3, (4.4-4.7) 
	3.3 2.7, (3.2-3.4)
	<0.001

	Female
	4.2 3.2, (3.9-4.6)
	3.1 2.8, (2.8-3.4)
	<0.001

	3-year Mortality

	Number of death (%)
	269 (14.0 %)
	141 (7.37 %)
	<0.001
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