S3 Table. Comparison of alpha diversity indices across uninfected and E. tenella infected groups. 
	Alpha diversity indexes
	Lesion score status

	
	Uninfected
	LS 0
	LS 1
	LS 2
	LS 3
	LS 4

	Observed (OTUs)
	834
	815
	767
	801
	732
	809

	Chao1
	1109
	986
	956
	988
	891
	1025

	ACE
	1051
	974
	938
	981
	906
	991

	Shannon
	3.4
	3.8
	3.5
	3.7
	3.5
	3.7

	Simpson
	0.93
	0.96
	0.94
	0.96
	0.94
	0.96


Lesion scores (LS) 0 to 4 indicate increasing lesion severity. No statistically significant differences were observed using Kruskal-Wallis tests (P > 0.05).
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