Table S1. Bacterial strains used in this study.

	Strain and description
	Relevant genotype
	Source or reference

	MG1655
	F-, λ-, ilvG-, rfb-50, rph-1
	(Blattner et al., 1997)

	BW25113 (native araJ gene)
	F-, lacIq rrnBT14 ΔlacZWJ16 hsdR514 ΔaraBADAH33 ΔrhaBADLD78
	(Datsenko and Wanner, 2000) obtained from `E. coli genetic stock center’ (Yale)

	JW0386-1 ((araJ)
	F-, Δ(araD-araB)567, ΔlacZ4787(::rrnB-3), ΔaraJ760::kan, λ-, rph-1, Δ(rhaD-rhaB)568, hsdR514
	Keio collection (Baba et al., 2006) obtained from `E. coli genetic stock center’ (Yale)

	JW1889-3 (native AraE regulation)
	F-, Δ(araD-araB)567, ΔlacZ4787(::rrnB-3), LAM, ΔaraF751::FRT, rph-1, Δ(rhaD-rhaB)568, hsdR514 rpsL150)
	this study

	JW1889-5 (araE under control of Plac)
	F-, Δ(araD-araB)567, ΔlacZ4787(::rrnB-3), LAM, ΔaraF751::FRT, ParaE::Plac rph-1, Δ(rhaD-rhaB)568, hsdR514 rpsL150)
	this study
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