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Establishment of the MGR-regression for Varanidae
I gathered data on growth rates of neonate varanid lizards and their adult body mass increase from literature (Table S1). For V. salvator and V. varius, I found a time series for ontogenetic increase in body mass. In the taxa for which only growth curves for snout-vent length (L) were available, I transformed those to mass (M), using an allometric equation of the form M = aLb (Andrews 1982). Parameters a and b were either estimated from time series for snout-vent length and respective M (Varanus niloticus) or from the length-mass pairs [(neonate length, neonate mass) and (adult length, adult mass)] obtained from the literature sources (V. brevicauda, V. griseus). For V. komodoensis, the first study directly provided an estimate of maximum growth rate and the second study contained information on the average daily gain in body mass of several individuals. I then plotted adult body mass vs. maximum growth rate per day (log-log-plot) and fitted a regression line to the data (Figure 1 and 2).

Table S1. Neonate mass, sex, adult mass, estimated maximum daily growth rates and sources of data for several species of the genus Varanus.
	Species
	Neonate mass (g)
	Sex
	Adult mass (g)
	Estimated MGR

(g per day)
	Sources

	V. brevicauda
	1.1
	unknown
	12.3
	0.018
	James (1996)

	V. griseus
	19.3
	unknown
	647.0
	0.447
	Thompson & Pianka (2001)
Pianka et al. (2004)

Smirina & Tsellarius (1996)

	V. varius
	1.3
	unknown
	4700.0
	1.281
	Boylan (1995)

	V. niloticus
	28.3
	male
	15171.1
	7.279
	Buffrénil & Héméry (2002)

	
	31.5
	female
	6271.4
	2.969
	Buffrénil & Héméry (2002)

	
	25.2
	male
	6250.0
	2.905
	Buffrénil & Héméry (2002)

	
	40.5
	female
	3945.8
	1.975
	Buffrénil & Héméry (2002)

	
	36.7
	male
	3926.7
	4.249
	Buffrénil & Héméry (2002)

	
	34.8
	female
	3188.6
	3.348
	Buffrénil & Héméry (2002)

	V. salvator
	35.0
	female
	>20000.0
	3.636
	Andrews & Gaulke (1990), 

Jessop et al. (2006)

Andrews & Gaulke (1990)

	
	50.0
	female
	>20000.0
	5.455
	Andrews & Gaulke (1990)

Jessop et al. (2006)

Andrews & Gaulke (1990)

	
	48.0
	male
	>20000.0
	8.354
	Andrews & Gaulke (1990)

Andrews & Gaulke (1990)

	V. komodoensis
	95.2
	unknown
	40000.0
	16.000
	Jessop et al. (2006)

Nowak (1999)

	
	95.2
	unknown
	87000.0
	18.000
	Jessop et al. (2006)

Lemm et al. (2004)

Lemm et al. (2004)
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