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Establishment of the MGR-regression for Crocodilians
I compiled data on crocodilian growth rates and adult body masses in the literature (Table S2). For all analysed species information on growth was given for snout-vent length (L). I transformed L to mass (M), using an allometric equation of the form M = aLb (Andrews 1982). Parameters a and b were roughly estimated from the ten total length-mass pairs of Crocodylus porosus given in Seebacher et al. (1999). For Crocodylus porosus, the American alligator, and Caiman crocodilus crocodiles the respective study directly provided an estimate on maximum growth rate. For Caiman latirostris a von Bertalanffy growth function was given in the paper. I finally plotted adult body mass vs. maximum growth rate per day (log-log-plot) and fitted a regression line to the data (Figure 1 and 2).

Table S2. Sex, adult mass, estimated maximum daily growth rates and sources of data for several species of Crocodilians.
	Species
	Sex
	Adult mass (g)
	Estimated MGR

(g per day)
	Sources

	Crocodylus. porosus
	population average
	95623
	2.75
	Sah & Stuebing (1996)

	Alligator mississippiensis
	male
	214712
	23.67
	Wilkinson & Rhodes (1997)

	
	female
	76337
	18.68
	Wilkinson & Rhodes (1997)

	
	unknown
	160000
	27.00
	Case (1978)

	Caiman crocodilus crocodilus
	population average
	9551
	3.62
	Magnusson & Sanaiotti (1995)

	Caiman latiostris
	population average
	11602
	1.21
	Moulton et al. (1999)
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