METHODS S1  
A points-based system was developed to estimate the probability of MTB bacteremia using previously described methods for deriving risk scores (Table S1) [1]. The following logistic regression model obtained from backwards stepwise modeling was used to determine which variables were to be used in the risk score and the associated regression coefficients (βi):
logit(probability of MTB bacteremia|xmale, xnoHAART, xheart rate, xsodium, xhemoglobin, xfever)=8.64 + 1.06male + 2.16noHAART - 0.011CD4count + 0.017Heart Rate -0.089sodium -0.28hemoglobin + 0.69fever
Quantitative variables from the model were categorized according to clinically relevant cut-offs and a reference value (Wij) operationalized as the midpoint of each category range [2]. In cases when the upper or lower limit of the category range was not specified, the 1st and 99th percentile values were used as the lower and upper limit for midpoint calculations. For nominal variables, 0 and 1 were used as the reference values.  A base risk profile [referent group (WiREF)] was set to correspond to the lowest risk group for each variable. We then determined the distance between each reference value and the corresponding referent group in terms of regression units by multiplying the difference by the βi coefficient [βi (Wij – WiREF)].  To calculate the points corresponding with each of the risk factor categories, this value was divided by a constant (B). We used the constant value (B) of 0.566 which corresponded to the estimated increase in risk associated with a 50 unit decrease in CD4 count from the model. Although the highest point total possible was 25, the highest point value possible from patients in our dataset was 23. Finally, an estimated probability (risk) was calculated for each point total (Table S2). 
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