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227 studies excluded as not reporting primary data





6 studies excluded as included risk factors were not validated





343 full-text studies evaluated for inclusion





157, 994 records identified through electronic databases








110 studies included 











227 records removed as reviews, conference abstracts, letters, etc.





6 records removed as data 


non-poolable owing to unique definition used.








410 studies excluded as not meeting inclusion criteria.





753 studies screened





753 studies after duplicates removed





21 studies identified from reference lists








