Table S1 Trials excluded at the second step of the selection process.
	Trials
	Anti-TNF-α
	Number of patients
	Reasons for exclusion

	Wong Ann Rheum Dis 2009 [1]
	IFX
	26
	Safety data not provided

	Schiff Ann Rheum Dis 2008 [2]
	IFX
	275
	Not in line with the NDA (infusion at Week 12)

	Maini Arthritis Rheum 1998 [3]
	IFX
	103
	Not in line with the NDA (infusion at Week 10)

	Taylor Arthritis Rheum 2006 [4]
	IFX
	24
	Non-comparative extension of the trial by Taylor (Arthritis Rheum 2004)

	van Vollenhoven Lancet 2009 (SWEFOT) [5]
	IFX
	258
	No placebo

	Haugeberg Ann Rheum Dis 2009 [6]
	IFX
	20
	Sub-analysis of the trial by Quinn (Arthritis Rheum 2005)

	van der Kooij Arthritis Rheum 2009 [7]
	IFX
	508
	Sub-analysis of the BeSt study; no placebo 

	Smolen Ann Rheum Dis 2009 [8]
	IFX
	1049
	Sub-analysis of the ASPIRE study

	Goekoop-Ruiterman Arthritis Rheum 2008 (BeSt) [9]
	IFX
	508
	Duplicate with Goekoop-Ruiterman Arthritis Rheum 2005; no placebo

	Durez Arthritis Rheum 2007 [10]
	IFX
	44
	No placebo

	Wisłowska Rheumatol Int 2007 [11]
	IFX
	78
	No randomization

	Allaart Clin Exp Rheumatol 2006 (BeSt) [12]
	IFX
	508
	Duplicate with Goekoop-Ruiterman Arthritis Rheum 2005; no placebo

	Smolen Arthritis Rheum 2006 [13]
	IFX
	1049
	Sub-analysis of the ASPIRE study

	Lipsky New Engl J Med 2000 (ATTRACT) [14]
	IFX
	259
	Results at 1 year of the ATTRACT study

	Maini Lancet 1999 (ATTRACT) [15]
	IFX
	428
	Results at Week 30 of the ATTRACT study

	Elliott Arthritis Rheum1993 (C0168T07) [16]
	IFX
	20
	Dose not in line with the NDA; non-comparative study

	Elliott Lancet 1994  (C0168T09) [17]
	IFX
	73
	Dose not in line with the NDA; single infusion

	C0168T15/17  (phase II), EPAR [18]
	IFX
	?
	Safety data not provided

	C0168T18 (phase I), EPAR [18]
	IFX
	?
	Safety data not provided

	NCT00006292 [19]
	IFX
	60
	Safety data not provided

	NCT00202852 (Study P04280) [20]
	IFX
	143
	Safety data not provided

	Kaine J Rheumatol 2007 [21]
	ADA
	226
	Dose not in line with the NDA (first injection, 80 mg)

	Rau Scand J Rheumatol 2004 [22]
	ADA
	54
	Dose not in line with the NDA

	Etude DE001/DE003, EPAR [23]
	ADA
	120
	Administration way not in line with the NDA (intravenous)

	Weisman Clin Therapeutics 2003 (DE005/DE005X) [24]
	ADA
	24
	Administration way not in line with the NDA (intravenous)

	Schatternkirchner Abstract ACR 1998 (DE004) [25]
	ADA
	60
	Dose not in line with the NDA

	Etude DE010, EPAR [23]
	ADA
	54
	Dose not in line with the NDA; single dose

	van de Putte Ann Rheum Dis 2003 (DE007) [26]
	ADA
	284
	Dose not in line with the NDA

	Kavanaugh Abstract ACR 2010 (OPTIMA) [27]
	ADA
	1032
	Number of malignancies not provided before publication

	Emery J Rheumatol 2009 [28]
	ADA
	799
	Sub-analysis of the PREMIER study

	NCT00234897 (M04-684, HERO) [29]
	ADA
	1938
	Safety data not provided

	Lareskog Lancet  2004 [30]
	ETN
	503
	Results at Year 1 of the TEMPO study

	van der Heijde Arthritis Rheum 2007 [31]
	ETN
	414
	Results at Year 3 of the TEMPO study

	Emery Arthritis Rheum2010 [32]
	ETN
	411
	Results at Year 2 of the COMET study

	Kosinsky Am J Manag Care 2002 [33]
	ETN
	424
	Sub-analysis of the ERA study

	Combe Ann Rheum Dis 2009 [34]
	ETN
	131
	Results at Year 2 of the ES-309 study

	Keystone Arthritis Rheum 2004 [35]
	ETN
	420
	Exposure < 12 weeks

	Sennels Scand J Rheumatol 2008 [36]
	ETN
	25
	Sub-analysis of the ADORE study, no placebo

	Marcora Am J Clin Nutr 2006 [37]
	ETN
	25
	No placebo

	Kekow Ann Rheum Dis 2010 [38]
	ETN
	528
	Sub-analysis of the COMET study

	Hu J Rheumatol Int 2009 [39]
	ETN
	238
	Exact number of malignancies not provided

	Zhou J Clin Pharmacol 2004 [40]
	ETN
	98
	Sub-analysis of the TEMPO study

	van Riel Ann Rheum Dis 2006 (ADORE) [41]
	ETN
	315
	No placebo

	Mathias Clin Therapeutics 2000 [42]
	ETN
	234
	Sub-analysis of the trial by Moreland (Ann Int Med 1999)

	Moreland Abstract ACR 2009 (TEAR) [43]
	ETN
	755
	Number of malignancies not provided before publication

	Sheehy Abstract ACR 2008 [44]
	ETN
	20
	No placebo

	16.0016 (phase II/III), EPAR [45]
	ETN
	51
	Paediatric population

	NCT00445770 [46]
	ETN
	550
	Safety data not provided

	NCT00443950 [47]
	ETN
	150
	Safety data not provided

	Fleischmann Ann Rheum Dis 2009 (FAST4WARD) [48]
	CTZ
	220
	Dose not in line with the NDA

	Strand Arthritis Res Ther 2009 [49]
	CTZ
	982
	Sub-analysis of the RAPID 1 study

	Choy Rheumatology 2002 (CDP870-002) [50]
	CTZ
	36
	Single intravenous dose

	Etude CDP870-004, EPAR [51]
	CTZ
	204
	Dose not in line with the NDA

	Etude NCT00544154 (CDP870-014), EPAR [51]
	CTZ
	247
	Dose not in line with the NDA

	NCT00674362 (CERTAIN) [52]
	CTZ
	194
	Exact number of malignancies not provided before publication

	Kremer Arthritis Rheum2010 [53]
	GMM
	643
	Administration way not in line with the NDA

	Visvanathan J Rheumatol 2009 [54]
	GMM
	171
	Sub-analysis of Kay Arthritis Rheum 2008

	Fleischmann Abstract ACR 2004 (phase I) [55]
	GMM
	148
	Dose not in line with the NDA


Abbreviations: ACR, American College of Rheumatology; BSR, British Society of Rheumatology; ADA, adalimumab; CTZ , certolizumab pegol; EPAR: scientific discussion of the European Public Assessment Report; ETN, etanercept; GMM, golimumab; IFX, infliximab; NDA , New Drug Approval.
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