Supplementary Text S1: Detail of the study area
Study Area. The region is characterized by very flat topography [1]. M1, M2 and M6 are on paleo-várzeas, old floodplains formed during previous glacial periods [1,2]. The other sites are on low plateaus [1]. The soils are mostly Plinthosols (FAO soil taxonomy), with hydromorphic soils on the terraces and alluvial plains [3]. Most soils are poorly drained during the rainy season, causing flooding. Rainfall is high, ranging from 2300 mm in the southern portion of the interfluve to 2750 mm in the north [1]. There is an increase in seasonality from one to three months with less than 100 mm of rain towards the south [4]. The vegetation is defined as Dense Lowland Rainforest in the north and Open Lowland Rainforest in the south [5]. The BR-319 Highway, which connects the cities of Manaus and Porto Velho, is the only road access to the interfluve, allowing the placement of sites in areas far from the major rivers.

History of human presence in the region. During the pre-colonial period, the main indigenous ethnic group mentioned as inhabitants of the northern part of the region was the Mura [6]. With the arrival of Europeans, disputes over the territory and diseases resulted in the deaths of most indigenous people [7]. In the late nineteenth century, the Madeira River was reoccupied for the production of latex extracted from the rubber tree (Hevea brasiliensis); the rubber boom collapsed in 1920. Fifty years later, the region experienced a new process of population expansion with the construction of the BR-319 Highway, allowing a movement of migrants into the interfluve. Currently, the road is almost impassable in most parts (only the northern and southern sections are used regularly), and most people live in cities and small towns near rivers. However, the BR-319 road is being repaved. Consequently, the region will experience another expansion process.

Kern et al. [8] report some patches of Amazonian Dark Earth (ADE) along the Purus River. Most of them are present in the southern portion of this river’s basin. However, the lower Purus, where it empties into the Solimões River, is part of the largest known center of past human occupation in Central Amazonia [9]. On the banks of the Madeira River and its tributaries, a large number of archaeological sites with ADE were also found [10]. Furthermore, the lower Madeira River also has high crop genetic diversity [11]. 
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