Figure S1. Flow chart of reports selection

Figure S1. Flow chart of reports selection. This figure shows the process of the selection. The researchers applied the search method to find out 399 reports related to the topic, among which 45 reports of duplicates, 86 reports of non-acupuncture therapy, 89 reports of animal experiments, reviews and comments are excluded. 179 reports obtained for further evaluation. Then researchers viewed the full text of all potentially eligible reports obtained and picked out 16 case reports, 40 case series reports and 35 non-randomized controlled reports. Then 88 RCTs preliminarily were adopted. After carefully reselecting, we pick out 8 duplicated publishing reports and 4 reports with two or more control groups. At last, 75 reports are included for final analysis.
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