Text S4: Similar to the twelve-order mammalian sample as a whole, brain mass accounted for a larger amount of variance in time to weaning than did body mass for the primates only in our sample (compare Fig. S4, upper panel and Fig. 2). By contrast, there was a striking difference between the twelve-order mammalian sample as a whole and primates only with regard to the amount of variance accounted for when time to weaning was measured as post conception compared to postnatal (compare Fig. S4, lower panel and Fig. S2). Measuring developmental time from conception has previously been shown to be a crucial step towards a unifying model of walking onset in a wide range of mammals, including humans [23]. The same approach appears to capture a general mammalian pattern also with regard to timing of weaning, but is obscured in a sample of primates only, presumably as a result of similarities in relative gestation time between relatively closely related species, which renders the amount of variance in time to weaning accounted for independent of whether time is measured from birth or conception.
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