Supporting Table S3: characteristics of case-control studies
	Reference
	Population
	Country
	Sex
	Age
	Nr cases
	Nr controls
	SNP
	Outcomes
	Cut-off for outcome BMI

	Caucasians

	Chagnon 1999 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[1]

	Quebec Family Study
	Canada
	Males and females 
	Adults
	141
	167
	Q223R K109R K656N
	BMI, body weight, fat mass, body fat percentage, skin fold thickness
	BMI 27

	Mammes 2001 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[2]

	Stanislas Family Study
	France
	Males and females 
	Cases: mean 42.2 +/- 5.1, controls: mean 40.9 +/- 4.4
	98
	289
	Q223R K109R K656N
	BMI, body weight, fat mass
	BMI 27

	Yiannakouris 2001 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[3]

	University students
	Greece
	Males and females 
	Range 14-26
	29
	89
	Q223R K109R K656N
	BMI, body fat percentage, skin fold thickness
	BMI 25

	Portolés 2006 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[4]
 
	Cases: endocrinology unit attenders, controls: general population
	Spain
	Males and females 
	Range 18-70
	303
	606
	Q223R
	BMI, body weight
	Cases: BMI>=30, controls: BMI<30

	De Krom 2007 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[5]
 
	Study population from European Prospective

Study into Cancer and Nutrition (EPIC)
	The Netherlands
	Females
	Cases: mean 57 +/- 6 and mean 58 +/- 7, controls: 57 +/- 6
	135
	287
	Q223R K109R
	BMI
	BMI 33

	Mergen 2007 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[6]
 
	Endocrinology outpatients
	Turkey
	Males and females
	Unclear
	262
	138
	Q223R
	BMI
	Cases: BMI>=25

	Bienertova 2008 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[7]
 
	General population
	Czech Republic
	Males and females
	Cases: mean 18.6-68.9, controls: mean 18.6-67.8
	125
	60
	Q223R
	BMI, body weight, fat mass, body fat percentage, waist circumference, hip circumference, waist-to-hip ratio, skin fold thickness
	Cases: BMI >=30

	Masuo 2008 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[8]
 
	General population
	Australia
	Males
	Range 23-59
	89
	40
	Q223R K109R K656N
	BMI
	BMI 25

	Asians

	Endo 2000 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[9]

	School children
	Japan
	Males and females
	Range 9-15
	90
	463
	Q223R
	Obesity index: (real weight - standard weight) / standard weight x 100
	cases: obesity index of more than +20%

	Wang 2006 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[10]
 
	General population
	Taiwan
	Males and females
	>18
	226
	182
	Q223R
	BMI, body weight, body fat percentage, waist circumference waist-to-hip ratio
	Cases: BMI>=27, controls: BMI<25

	Qu 2007 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[11]
 
	General population
	China
	Males and females
	Cases: mean 47.8, SD 10.5, controls: mean 46.7, SD 11.3
	248
	351
	K109R K656N
	BMI
	BMI 25

	Popruk 2008 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[12]
 
	Adolescents presenting at clinic for check-ups
	Thailand
	Males and females
	Range 5-19
	68
	60
	Q223R K109R K656N
	BMI, body weight, waist circumference, hip circumference
	Normal: 15-85 percentile, risk for overweight: 85-95 perc, overweight: >95 perc.

	African Americans

	Considine 1996 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[13]

	Autopsy cases
	USA
	Males
	Cases: mean 45.1 +/- 4.9, controls: mean 46 +/- 7.1
	8
	7
	Q223R
	BMI
	cases: BMI 36.9 +/-1.5, controls: BMI 23.3 +/- 0.9

	Mixed populations

	Chung 1997 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[14]

	people attending medical centers
	USA
	Males and females 
	Adults and children
	167
	27
	Q223R K109R K656N
	BMI
	unclear, obese: mean BMI 42.0, control: mean BMI 23.2

	Mattevi 2002 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[15]

	People attending for routine blood test
	Brazil
	Males and Females
	Mean 39.9 years
	183
	153
	Q223R
	BMI, body weight, waist circumference
	BMI 25

	Guízar-mendoza 2005 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[16]
 
	Unclear
	Mexico
	Males and Females
	Range 12-17
	55
	48
	Q223R
	BMI, body weight, body fat percentage, waist-to-hip ratio, skin fold thickness
	cases: BMI>=95 percentile, controls: BMI 5-85 percentile

	Duarte 2007 
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
[17]
 
	Cases: hypertension clinic patients, controls: blood donors
	Brazil
	Males and females
	Range 18-71
	200
	150
	Q223R
	BMI
	Cases: BMI>30, controls: BMI<=24
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