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Supplementary Information

Data stringency and the impact on the results

In most data analyses one normally considers a threshold of observations required before a trend can be considered genuine.  For example, when computing data matrices for biological sequence comparison one typically sets a threshold of 5 observations of a substitution between amino acids to be confident that any ratio measured is likely to reflect reality.   Here the main value to consider in this way is the number of pages linking to a country that are disputed (D).  

As expected, values of D less than five lead to considerable random variations.  However, we noticed that values as high as 20 also give variations in the dispute index that we do not believe to be a reflection of political changes (Figure S4).  Inspection (see main text) suggests that several disputed pages are more likely to be the result of irrelevant or background issues not necessarily related to what we attempt to measure here.  Values above 20 are more stable (Figure S4)
Restricting the set to countries to those with greater than or equal to 50, 100 or 200 disputes increases the correlation coefficient with the World Bank indicators on political stability from 0.6 to 0.85 (Figure S2), which suggests that the noise level is higher than discussed above, though this is not possible to assess unless one presumes that our index should be a direct match to the instability indices.  This is erroneous as a) the other indices are only published annually, which makes dynamics occurring over months impossible to compare, and b) that the indicator here is probably not a precise match to instability/stability metrics (e.g. it matches better to “Voice & Accountability” and “Underlying Vulnerability”; Figure S3).

Similar effects are seen by increasing the threshold for N (the total number of linked pages to a country), for instance to 1000, 5000 or 10 000 pages.
