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Introduction: The Global Shark Distribution Database  

 

The Shark Distribution Database compiles the geographic distribution of all 507 shark species 

known to date. We exhaustively searched the scientific literature for the distribution ranges of the 

species, using authoritative identification guides, updated taxonomic reviews, range extensions, 

regional species lists and guides, and technical reports from fishery organizations (see data source 

file). Records published from 1878 to the present were incorporated in the database; consequently, 

this database represents the cumulative distribution of all known sharks.  

 

To build this database, we mapped the geographic distribution of each species, taking into account 

latitudinal, longitudinal and depth limits, and superimposed a cell grid of 1 degree latitude by 1 

degree longitude on the map. The values in the database represent the mean points of the cells in 

which the species is present, expressed in latitude and longitude.  

 

 

We hope this database could be used by any research that is willing to expand the knowledge of 

ecology and conservation of chondrichthyan species. We strongly recommend contacting us if you 

are going to use the database; in this way, we will avoid overlap of projects (we have ongoing 

projects that require these data) and will stimulate collaborative projects.  
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