Table S8. Major Brazilian cruises that have taken samples in the deep sea, including seamounts and abyssal plains.

	Vessels 
	Year 
	Depth range (m) 
	Study area 
	Sampling 
	References

	Marion Dufresne 
	1987
	60 - 5500 
	Cabo Frio to Abrolhos continental slope 
	Pelagic, plankton, sediment, benthos 
	[1-2]

	Prof. W. Besnard 
	1987
	Down to 600 
	SE – off São Paulo 
	Trawling, dredging, BC 
	[3-4]

	Atlântico Sul 
	early 1990’s 
	Down to 1000 
	South – off Rio Grande do Sul 
	Dredging, trawling 
	[5-9]

	Victor Hensen  
	1995
	1300
	NE  and SE Brazilian offshore  
	Pelagic and benthic systems 
	[10-13]

	Prof. W. Besnard
	2001
	600-700
	Santos Basin
	Geology, hydrology, phytoplankton, zooplankton, ichtyoplankton, benthos; BC, trawling  
	[14] 

	Atlantico Sul, Prof. W. Besnard, Astro Garoupa, Antares, Thalassa       
	1996 - 2002 
	Shallow down to 2000 
	Whole of Brazilian coast, deeper stations mainly at the SE offshore, but also deep-sea fishing in the North and Northeast regions 
	Pelagic and benthic systems; BC, dredging, trawling, long-line and other sampling gear 
	[15-29]

	Astro Garoupa, Prof. W. Besnard   
	2001 - 2003 
	700 - 2000 
	Campos Basin 
	Pelagic and benthic systems, BC, trawling  
	[28-35]

	?
	2001 -2003
	900
	Campos Basin 
	Geological; Chemical; Biological (benthic - meiofauna and macrofauna)
	[36-39]

	Stolt Offshore, and several others depending on contracts
	From 2005 to present
	700 - 1100
	Campos Basin 
	SCV 3000 and other ROVs, depending on contracts
	[30-31, 39-41]

	R/V Gyre, R/V Miss Emma McCall and LukeThomas
	From 2008 to present
	Continental shelf down to 3000
	Campos Basin 
	Pelagic and benthic systems, BC, trawling  
	Ongoing project
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