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Supporting Information Appendix S5
Definition of outcome variable parental reported eczema

In both the KOALA and LISA study the definition of “parental reported eczema” is based on the questionnaire reported occurrence of “itchy rash that was coming and going” at any time within the first two years of life.

In the KOALA study the parents were asked at 7, 12, and 24 months’ postpartum “Has your child ever had an itchy rash that was variably present ..?” This was asked referring to the periods between questionnaires: “present ever?” (in the 7 months questionnaire)/ “present in the last 5 months” (in the 12 months questionnaire)/ “present in the second year of life?” (in the 24 months questionnaire). When this question was answered affirmatively in at least one of the questionnaires, the infant was defined as having eczema in the first 2 years of life. The infant was classified as having no eczema if the question was negative in all three questionnaires (or in two questionnaires when one questionnaire was missing), or when only diaper rash, rash around the eyes and/or scalp scaling was reported.S1
In the LISA study the definition is a combination of four related questions. Parents were asked at 6-, 12-, 18- and 24 months’ postpartum “1. Has your child had rash at some place other than the diaper area in the last 6 months?”, “2. How long did this rash last?”, “3. Did the rash occur repeatedly?”, and “4. Was this rash accompanied by itching”. Infants were defined as having developed eczema in the first 2 years of life, when questions 1 and 4 were answered affirmatively in any of the questionnaires and either it was approved that this itchy rash occurred repeatedly or lasted more than 14 days.S2
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