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Supporting Information Appendix S4
Determination of infants’ IgE

In the KOALA study total and specific IgE were determined at age 1 and 2 years.S1 Home visits were made at 1 year postpartum to collect capillary blood spots of the infants.. Total IgE and specific IgE against hen’s eggs, cow’s milk, and peanuts were measured as described earlierS2,S3 with modifications to accommodate the use of capillary blood samples.S4 The detection limit for total and specific IgE was <0.15 IU/ml and <0.36 IU/ml, respectively. Venous blood samples were collected by home visits 2 years post-partum and stored at -80oC until analysis. Samples were analysed for total IgE and specific IgE against hen’s eggs, cow’s milk, peanut, birch pollen, grass pollen, cat, dog and house dust mite using RAST as described earlier.S5 The detection limit for total and specific IgE was 0.50 and 0.10 IU/mL, respectively. All analyses were done by Sanquin Research (Amsterdam, NL).

In the LISA study blood samples were collected during physical examination of the infant at age 2 years and analysed for total and specific IgE using the RAST FEIA CAP system (Pharmacia, Freiburg, Germany) as previously described.S6
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