	Deletion of sipD
	Forward: tcttacacttgtaaccattattaatatcctcttctggtgtaggctggagctgcttcg
Reverse: atttaatcgccctcctgatggcgaactggggatattcatatgaatatcctcctta

	Confirmation of sipD 

deletion
	Forward: gcaagattcgtggcctgcgt
Reverse:  cgcactcgctgctatcgcag

	Cloning of sipD
	Forawrd: atgcccatgggacttaatattcaaaattattccgct
Reverse: atgcgtcgacttatccttgcaggaagcttttggc

	RT-PCR of sipD
	Forward: attcactgag ccactgtctc 

Reverse: gctagatgttacctcactc

	RT-PCR of rpoD
	Forward: gtggcttgcaattccttgat  
Reverse:  agcatctggcgagaaatacg 


Table S7. Primers* used in this study
* Primers are given in 5' to 3' direction 

