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immunosuppressants for prevention of graft rejection
hormonal contraceptives for systemic use

corticosteroids for prevention of graft rejection
antiepileptics in epilepsy

antithrombotic agents in valvular heart disease
glucocorticoids in adrenal insufficiency

insulins for diabetes
antithrombotic agents for preventing embolic events in atrial fibrillation

direct acting antivirals for opportunistic infections (CMV)
direct acting antivirals for HIV infection

antithrombotic agents for treatment of thromboembolism and relapse prevention
antiepileptics for bipolar disorders

antiarrhythmics class I and III for ventricular rhythm disorders
selective CCBs (with direct cardiac effects) for chronic angina

antipsychotics for chronic psychosis
laxatives in hepatic encephalopathy

antiarrhythmics class I and III for supraventricular rythm disorders
dopaminergic agents in Parkinson disease

digoxin for heart failure and cardiac rhythm disorders
antiadrenergic agents (centrally) for HBP

antithrombotic agents for secondary prevention after MI
beta−blocking agents for angina of effort

beta−blocking agents after MI
antipsychotics for bipolar disorders

beta−blocking agents for (supra)ventricular rhythm disorders
corticosteroids in severe inflammatory / auto immune diseases

beta−blocking agents for heart failure
antithyroid preparations for hyperthyroidism

selective CCBs (with mainly vascular effects) for angina
corticosteroids in inflammatory / auto immune diseases

low−ceiling diuretics for high blood pressure
selective CCBs (with mainly vascular effects) for HBP

potassium−sparing agents for heart failure
bile therapy for liver disease

vasodilatators (used in cardiac diseases) for angina or heart failure
antimycotics for prevention in immunosuppressed patients

levothyroxine for hypothyroidism
antiadrenergic agents (peripherally) for HBP

ARBs for heart failure
high−ceiling diuretics for oedema

beta−blocking agents for high blood pressure
ACE inhibitors for heart failure

selective CCBs (with direct cardiac effects) for HBP
ACE inhibitors for high blood pressure

antidepressants for major depressive disorder
proton pump inhibitors in Zollinger syndrome

other cardiac preparations
high−ceiling diuretics for high blood pressure

antidepressants for obsessive compulsive disorder
beta−blocking agents, other combinations for HBP

ARBs for high blood pressure
ARBs combinations for high blood pressure

ACE inhibitors after MI
diuretics and potassium−sparing agents in combination for oedema

ACE inhibitors for nephropathies
psychostimulants for narcolepsy

other agents acting on the renin−angiotensin system for HBP
potassium−sparing agents, combinations for high blood pressure

ARBs for nephropathy
intestinal antiinflammatory agents for IBD

sulfonamides for opportunistic infections (toxoplasmosis &pneumocystis)
direct acting antivirals for opportunistic infections (HSV)

ACE inhibitors combinations for HBP
potassium−sparing agents in primary or secondary hyperaldosteronism

corticoid inhalants for chronic asthma
antiepileptics for generalized anxiety disorder

anticholinergic agents in Parkinson disease
beta−blocking agents in other indications

antiglaucoma preparations and miotics for glaucoma / ocular hypertension
drugs used in alcohol dependence

adrenergic inhalants for chronic asthma
blood glucose lowering drugs for diabetes

vitamin D in hypoparathyroidism / osteomalacia
adrenergic inhalants for COPD

progestogens for endometriosis
antidepressants for generalized anxiety disorder

antigout preparations for hyperuricemia / hyperuricosuria
lipid modifying agents for familial dyslipidemias

digestives, incl. Enzymes
low−ceiling diuretics for oedema

antigout preparations for familal mediterranean fever
hormone antagonists and related agents for breast cancer

bisphosphonates for osteoporosis
anxiolytics for anxiety

lipid modifying agents for secondary prevention
vitamin D for prevention / treatment of deficiency

lipid modifying agents for risk reduction
antigout preparations for Behcet disease

proton pump inhibitors for prevention in patients taking NSAIDs
other systemic drugs for chronic asthma

lipid modifying agents in other indications
estrogens for osteoporosis prevention

lipid modifying agents for primary prevention
hydroxycarbamide in hematological disorders

raloxifene for osteoporosis
vasodilatators used in peripheral arterial disease

hydroxychloroquine for rheumatoid arthritis
drugs used in benign prostatic hypertrophy

folic acid for deficiency / malabsorption
iron preparations for anemia

lipid modifying agents for hypertriglyceridemia
proton pump inhibitors for GORD

tetracyclines for acne
anti−acne preparations

emollients and protectives for acne
calcium for deficiency / osteoporosis

anti psoriatics
urologicals for urinary incontinence

other vitamins
anti−dementia drugs

anti−rheumatic products for osteoarthritis
progestogens and estrogens in combination for menopause
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Frequency of missing doses
1 day per month

2−3 days per month
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immunosuppressants for prevention of graft rejection
hormonal contraceptives for systemic use

corticosteroids for prevention of graft rejection
antiepileptics in epilepsy

insulins for diabetes
antithrombotic agents for preventing embolic events in atrial fibrillation

antithrombotic agents for treatment of thromboembolism and relapse prevention
antiepileptics for bipolar disorders

antiarrhythmics class I and III for ventricular rhythm disorders
selective CCBs (with direct cardiac effects) for chronic angina

antipsychotics for chronic psychosis
laxatives in hepatic encephalopathy

antiarrhythmics class I and III for supraventricular rythm disorders
dopaminergic agents in Parkinson disease

antiadrenergic agents (centrally) for HBP
antithrombotic agents for secondary prevention after MI

beta−blocking agents for angina of effort
antipsychotics for bipolar disorders

beta−blocking agents for (supra)ventricular rhythm disorders
corticosteroids in severe inflammatory / auto immune diseases

beta−blocking agents for heart failure
selective CCBs (with mainly vascular effects) for angina
corticosteroids in inflammatory / auto immune diseases

low−ceiling diuretics for high blood pressure
selective CCBs (with mainly vascular effects) for HBP

levothyroxine for hypothyroidism
antiadrenergic agents (peripherally) for HBP

ARBs for heart failure
high−ceiling diuretics for oedema

beta−blocking agents for high blood pressure
ACE inhibitors for heart failure

selective CCBs (with direct cardiac effects) for HBP
ACE inhibitors for high blood pressure

antidepressants for major depressive disorder
proton pump inhibitors in Zollinger syndrome
high−ceiling diuretics for high blood pressure

antidepressants for obsessive compulsive disorder
ARBs for high blood pressure

ARBs combinations for high blood pressure
ACE inhibitors after MI

ACE inhibitors for nephropathies
ARBs for nephropathy

ACE inhibitors combinations for HBP
potassium−sparing agents in primary or secondary hyperaldosteronism

corticoid inhalants for chronic asthma
antiepileptics for generalized anxiety disorder

anticholinergic agents in Parkinson disease
antiglaucoma preparations and miotics for glaucoma / ocular hypertension

adrenergic inhalants for chronic asthma
blood glucose lowering drugs for diabetes

vitamin D in hypoparathyroidism/osteomalacia
adrenergic inhalants for COPD

progestogens for endometriosis
antidepressants for generalized anxiety disorder

antigout preparations for hyperuricemia−hyperuricosuria
lipid modifying agents for familial dyslipidemias
lipid modifying agents for secondary prevention

lipid modifying agents for risk reduction
proton pump inhibitors for prevention in patients taking NSAIDs

lipid modifying agents in other indications
lipid modifying agents for primary prevention

drugs used in benign prostatic hypertrophy
folic acid for deficiency/malabsorption

iron preparations for anemia
lipid modifying agents for hypertriglyceridemia

proton pump inhibitors for GORD
anti−acne preparations

calcium for deficiency / osteoporosis
urologicals for urinary incontinence

anti−dementia drugs
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75%  
S2 Fig. Distribution of physicians’ estimates : Threshold for Unacceptable Risk 
of Non-Adherence (TURN) for 112 drug-indication groups. 
Each	horizontal	bar	represents	the	distribution	(in	percentage)	of	physicians’	estimates	of	the	TURN	for	a	given	drug-indication	group. The	
vertical	dashed	line	corresponds	to	the	frequency	of	missing	doses	over	which	75%	of	physicians’	estimates	were	located.		
*	n	corresponds	to	the	number	of	physicians’	assessments	for	each	drug-indication	group.	
Abbreviations:	ACE:	angiotensin-converting	enzyme,	ARBs:	angiotensin	receptor	blockers,	CCBs:	calcium	channel	blockers;	COPD:	Chronic	
Obstructive	 Pulmonary	 Disease;	 GORD:	 gastro-oesophageal	 reflux	 diseases;	 HBP:	 high	 blood	 pressure;	 NSAIDs:	 non-steroidal	 anti-
inflammatory	drugs,	MI:	myocardial	infarction	


