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Baseline characteristics 

Patients had a mean age of 70 years, and about 66% were men. A 20% were current 

smokers, nearly 64% were hypertensive and about 30% were diabetic. Patients with 

stroke had a previous history of ischemic disease as 20% presented ischaemic 

cardiopathy, 5% peripheral vascular disease, 9% a previous transient ischemic attack, 

and 16% a previous cerebral infarction (S2 Table). After admission at the Hospital, 

nearly 23% of the patients were administered intravenous thrombolytics (IVT), and no 

patient suffered a second cardiovascular event while hospitalized. The non-CVD 

subjects included in the study presented a mean age of 73 years old, and 34% of them 

were men. An 18% were current smokers, nearly 50% were hypertensive and about 

14% were diabetic. None of them presented ischaemic cardiopathy, peripheral vascular 

disease, previous transient ischemic attack or previous cerebral infarction.  

 

 

 

 


