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Following publication of this article, a reader made a request for

the Bacillus pumilus Jo2 strain employed in this study.

The PLOS ONE policy governing the sharing of materials and

data that applies to articles submitted before March 3, 2014,

requires that authors agree to make freely available any materials

and data described in their publication that may be reasonably

requested for the purpose of academic, non-commercial research.

The journal evaluated the request and concluded that it falls

within the requirements of the policy above. The journal has

contacted the authors, who indicated that Henkel, the company

that provided the strain, will not share the strain or its genome

sequence with other researchers and that they were not aware of

this restriction on the availability of the strain at the time at which

the study was conducted. This is not in line with the journal’s

policy and the authors’ declaration of adherence to its require-

ments.

The editors are issuing this Expression of Concern to alert

readers about the fact that the Bacillus pumilus Jo2 strain employed

in this study is not available, and thus that the article is in breach

of the journal’s editorial policy.
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